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SENATOR COORDSEN: Sen a t o r  Aguilar.

SENATOR AGUILAR: T h a n k  you, Mr. Pr e s i d e n t  and m e m b e r s  of the
body. LB 977 is a simple bill. Its genesis wa s  an a u d i t — an 
a udit b y  the S t a t e  A u d i t o r  tha t  p o i n t e d  out tha t  the only 
persons a u t h o r i z e d  to p r o c e s s  ap p l i c a t i o n s  and make 
d i s b u r sements are t h e  d i r e c t o r  and d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  as d e s i g n a t e d  
b y  the director. B e c a u s e  t h e  d i r e c t o r  and t h e  d e p u t y  director 
cover the entire state a n d  m a y  b e  out of the of f i c e  at the same 
time and b e c a u s e  t h e  V e t e r a n s 1 A s s i s t a n c e  (sic— Aid) Fund 
d i s perses m o n e y  f o r  n e e d s  tha t  m i g h t  b e  in a n  e m e r g e n c y  nature, 
the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e  quickly. B e c a u s e  of this, 
t h e  direc t o r  n e e d s  to b e  abl e  t o  d e s i g n a t e  o t h e r  personal, like 
his assistant, t o  a d m i n i s t e r  the f u n d  in his absence. A second 
r e a s o n  is the appeal process. A n  appeal of an a p p l i c a t i o n  goes 
to the director, so t h e  d i r e c t o r  n e eds to h a v e  t h e  initial 
process h a n d l e d  b y  someone else in the department. This change 
in a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  fun d  m akes sense. I a s k  for your vote 
to advance L B  977. T h a n k  you.

SENATOR COORDSEN: T h a n k  you, Sen a t o r  Aguilar. Y o u ' v e  h e a r d  the
o p e n i n g . Sen a t o r  C h a m b e r s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Pr e s i d e n t  and mem b e r s  of t h e  Legislature,
t h er e is n o t  m u c h  n e w  lan gu a g e  in thi s  bill. In fact, it does 
not cover a c o m p l e t e  line, an entire line. B u t  I hav e  to ask 
Senator A g u i l a r  a q u e s t i o n  or two.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Sen a t o r  Aguilar, wil l  you resp o n d ?

SENATOR A G U I L A R : Y e s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: In thi s  n e w  language, b u t  I h a v e  to go to the
line above, "The director, a d e p u t y  director, or a d e s i g n e e  of 
the direc t o r  or d e p u t y  di r e c t o r . . . "  W h y  is t h e  d e p u t y  direc t o r  
g oing to be all o w e d  to h a v e  a d e s i g n e e  rather t h a n  leaving this 
in the h ands of t h e  d i r ector? A n d  I'll tell y o u  w h y  I'm asking. 
I ha v e  no t  seen s i tuations w h e r e  w e  let pe o p l e  b e l o w  t h e  one who 
has ultim a t e  a u t h o r i t y  d e s i g n a t e  somebody. L e t' s say the 
di rec to r d e s i g n a t e s  the d e p u t y  d i r e c t o r  b e c a u s e  the d i r e c t o r  is


